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Juneau News Feb. 2005

Seattle Washington September, 7, 8, 9, &10
2005
At the Doubletree Guest Suites

Report from our President Ken Cook

Seattle is a rich and exciting cosmopolitan city of 563,374 residents. The
areas mild winters and cool summers enable year-round outdoor activities.
The average temperature range in September is a high of 69 degrees and a
low of 56 degrees. Average rain days in September are 9 and the rainfall is
just over 2 inches.

Among the most popular attractions is the Space Needle, Pikes Place Market,
the Hiram Chittenden Locks, Woodland Park Zoo, Tillicum Indian Village,
Seattle Aquarium, the Waterfront, Lakeside and Sound beaches, Pioneer
Square and local wineries.

The hotel chosen is the Doubletree Guest Suites at 16,500 Southcenter
Parkway. The phone numbers are 206-575-8220 and 800-222-8733. Be sure
to tell them that you are with the USS Juneau Association to get the special
room rate of $89.00 per day. All suites have coffeepots, hair dryers, ironing
boards etc. They also have high speed wireless Internet in all guestrooms.

Complimentary shuttle service is provided to and from the airport. The hotel
is only steps away from the largest shopping area in western Washington.

The cut off date for your reservations, at this price, is August 17, 2005. It is
reported by one of our members that it is the best place we have ever stayed
at.

I asked Pete Pedersen, who lives out there, to visit several places and he
highly recommends this as the best. I want to thank Pete for taking time out
of his busy schedule to make these site visits. He greatly aided the decision
making process.

We look forward to seeing you in Seattle.
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The Chaplain’s Corner
January, 2005
By
Paul R. Fink, Th.D., Chaplain

“You Have Not Passed This Way Before”

The year 2005 has arrived and now is a wonderful time to wish you all a Very
Happy New Year! As we stand at the beginning of 2005 and look back on 2004, we
well might wonder what will 2005 bring forth? 2004 ended with the tragedy of the
Tsunami in Southeast Asia. Will there be similar events in 2005?

We are not the first to stand on the brink of the unknown. In Joshua chapter
3, the children of Israel had completed 40 years of wandering through the
wilderness during which 2 % million of their number died. Moses, their leader for
the past 40 years has just died and Joshua has assumed command. Now they are
about to cross the Jordan River, which was at flood stage, and enter into the land of
Canaan, which they were to conquer militarily. As Joshua marshaled his people and
got them ready for the march he gave directions for the order of march. In Joshua
3:4 he gives them the reason for his careful and detailed instructions: “...for you
have not passed this way before.” They were stepping out into the completely
unknown. How would they get across the Jordan River which was at flood stage?
How would they conduct such a gigantic military campaign? They had never done
any such thing in their history!

Joshua did not know the answer to these questions either. While Joshua did not know what
the future held, he knew the One who held the future? He knew that God had given the command
and that He would care for and provide everything that His people needed to accomplish His will.

As we face the future of 2005 none of us knows what it will bring into our lives. The
important thing is not that we know the future, but that we know Him who holds the future. Now is

the time for each of us to take inventory and make sure that we are in a right relationship with Him.

Mav van have a verv hannv and wonderful New Year as vou walk with Him!



Volume 17
Issue 1 pg. 3

We have lost several shipmates since September. Here is the message that I received
from Becky, the granddaughter of Charlie Weir.

“To friends, loved ones, neighbors and countrymen and any I may have forgotten,

I am sure that many of you will recognize the return e-mail address on this message.
What you may not realize is that the person doing the typing is not your dear
friend/relative Charlie Weir, Jr. I am his granddaughter, Becky. Unfortunately, this letter
does not bring the best of news. On Saturday January 8™ at approximately 1:45 PM Chaz,
as many of you referred to him passed away™.

“Some of you may know that he has been sick off and on since early November.
Although he did attempt to address his health needs he was unable to argue with his
maker. The time had come for the legacy of his good deeds to be passed on. I hope that in
his memory you will help keep his legacy alive. H fought for his country, facilitated
reunions, was an integral part of his Church and community, both in Pennsylvania and
Florida, and fought the good fight for those with disabilities and tried to make the world a

little more respectable”.

“Perhaps his most important roles were those of a loving husband, father and grandfather,
in short a loving “Family Man”. Although at times he may have been a little stubborn (a
tough old bird would be an accurate description) his heart was always in the right place.
With a heart so big and mind so strong it is hard to believe he lost the fight. However, as
many of you know he had a strong belief in God. I am sure that the Lord has a long “to
do list” that just could not wait to be put off any longer. We, the Family, thank you for all
of the memories and support you have provided to Chaz over the years. I am as sorry for
your loss of a great man as I am for my own loss of a wonderful grandfather™.

(Becky then wrote about services that have already been held for Charlie and followed
with this information)

“In lieu of flowers donations may be sent to either Disabled Veterans Association in Bay
Pines FL or to the Spring Lake Presbyterian Church. Please feel free to share this
mmformation with anyone else who may have been a ﬁ'lcnd to Charles R. Weir, Jr. I
apologize for the lateness of this note.”

“Thank you for your thoughts and prayers,”

Dalhanca Anna Wair and the ract af the C'lan
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Shipmates here is Alaskan cruise info:

Ole and Darlene Olson have done a bit of great work for us. Here is what they have been
able to put together for an Alaskan Cruise.

Darlene called today with some information for the single folks about finding a cabin
mate. Please note that all the 25 year olds have already been promised. Ole will help you
to find someone, just give him a call. The following words are from Ole.

Interest was expressed by a lot of people at our last reunion to have a cruise to
Alaska. There is a cruise available leaving Seattle September 11, 2005 and returning
to Seattle September 18, 2005 aboard the Sapphire Princess. As the 2005 reunion
will be held September 7 through September 10™ in Seattle, this is an ideal
extension of that reunion. Stops on the cruise will be at Juneau, Skagway, cruising
the Tracy Arm, Ketchikan, Victoria, B.C.

I have been able to obtain better prices than presented at the 2004 reunion and the

new prices are as follows:
$ 899.00 per person inside cabin
$1224.00 per person window (unobstructed)
$1399.00 per person balcony

These prices include most fees and are all based on double occupancy.

If you are interested please contact Zoe’s Cruises and Tours and refer to the USS
Juneau cruise.

Zoe may be contacted at (800) 444-4256 or mail to:
Zoe’s Cruises and Tours 5646 Folsom Blvd. Sacramento, California 95819

Visit Zoe’s website at hitp://www.zoescruises.com to obtain further information.
Simply go on line and to her website and then go to USS Juneau.

For those who have expressed interest I hope you get your reservations in early.
You will need to send a deposit of $350.00 per person (which is fully refundable if
cancelled before June 28, 2005).

We plan to have a special program in Juneau, Alaska, during the 12 hours we will
be in port.

You may contact me (Ole Olson) if you have any questions. Just call me at (530)
h44-23A1 ar e-mail me at edo@directeon.net
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From the Marine Bunker
By Bill Gerichten

The Norfolk reunion went very well, even though the hurricanes had only passed hours
carlier. Arty Lewis and Cheryl made the trip in spite of having to vacate their home in
Florida, because of sever damage. Frank and Pat Conrad did not attend due to the damage
to their home in South Carolina. They had been packed and ready to go!

Twenty-five Marines and their family members were there and it was indeed well worth
their travels. The visit to historical Williamsburg was very inspiring, as was the visit to
the General MacArthur Memorial. Without a doubt, he was one of our greatest
Americans. The dinner cruise was a relaxing time for socializing and enjoying the view.
The USS Wisconsin was the impressive sight of our Memorial Service. Our deceased
members were remembered, along with those present and those absent due to illness or
other unfortunate circumstances.

Even though our reunions have a different location each year and the sights and sounds
are varied, our long-term friendships continue. Now more important than ever as our
Senior Citizen status grows and our physical limitations increase.

In September Seattle will be our next port of call and I look forward to seeing you, (all of
you) and your ladies.

Semper Fi,
Bill

From your Editor

I am not very organized and about 20 seconds ago pushed the wrong key and some
incoming Juneau messages have gone missing. I'll never know where and you will never
know what was in them. The following is what T have left.

There is a message from Bob Deja regarding Westley Popp. He was in a VA nursing
home for a while but is now home. His wife Mildred and sister Joy are fine.

PJ sent me the news, from Don Wafzig’s son, that Don has passed away while he was
having a heart test done at a hospital.

PJ has a request that everyone with e-mail capabilities Please send an e-mail to
pismith 1 19@tampabay.rr.com and inchude your snail mail address. He has a need to correct a
lot of information on our Website Roster. This is important shipmates, let’s give PJ some

Lot







